
Optometry 
Description 

Optometrists are the major providers of primary eye care in the U.S. 
They examine the eyes for vision problems, disease, and other 
abnormal conditions. They test for proper depth and color 
perception, the ability to coordinate and focus the eyes, and they 
prescribe lenses and/or treatments including glasses, contact lenses, 
corrective eye exercises, therapy, and in some states, therapeutic 
drugs for specific diseases. (Click here to view a few examples of the 
many Clark alumni optometrists.) 

Air Force Optometrist Career Information 
Air Force Optometry 
American Academy of Optometry (AAO) 
American Academy of Optometry Foundation (AAOF) 
American Optometric Association (AOA) 
American Optometric Association (AOA) Compass 
American Optometric Student Association (AOSA); AOSA Scholarship 
Information 
Applying to Optometry School  
Army Ophthalmologist Career  
Army Optometrist Career 
College of Optometrists in Vision Development (COVD) 
Eye on Optometry Blog 
Financial Aid Information  
Illinois College of Optometry Focus on Your Future Summer Program 
(click on "View More Info" under "Focus on Your Future") 
Illinois College of Optometry Interview Day 
Massachusetts Society of Optometrists (MSO) 
National Eye Institute (NIE) Summer Internship Program  
National Optometric Association (NOA) 
National Optometric Student Association (NOSA) 
Ohio State University College of Optometry Improving Diversity in 
Optometric Careers (I-DOC)  
Optometric Extension Program Foundation 
Optometrist Career Guide 
Optometrist Career Overview 
Optometrist Interview  
Optometrist Occupational Outlook  
Optometry Career Guide  
Optometry FAQ 
Optometry Overview 
Optometry Programs Admissions Directory 
Optometry School Admissions Interview  
Optometry School Interview Questions  
Optometry School Practice Interview Questions 

https://www.clarku.edu/departments/prehealth/wp-content/blogs.dir/5/files/sites/175/2022/03/Optometry-Alums.pdf
https://www.airforce.com/careers/detail/optometrist/
https://usmilitary.com/optometry-in-the-us-air-force/
https://www.aaopt.org/
https://www.aaopt.org/home/aaof
https://www.aoa.org/
http://compass.aoa.org/
https://theaosa.org/
https://theaosa.org/scholarships/
https://theaosa.org/scholarships/
http://301048.hs-sites.com/15-tips-for-applying-to-optometry-school?__hstc=223228484.c8169201ec36ecef6cfe0c8542c7b21c.1561638391424.1578921832771.1578924508964.313&__hssc=223228484.42.1578924508964&__hsfp=219304212
https://www.goarmy.com/careers-and-jobs/amedd-categories/medical-corps-jobs/ophthmologist.html
https://www.goarmy.com/careers-and-jobs/amedd-categories/medical-service-corps-jobs/optometrist.html
https://www.covd.org/default.aspx
https://optometriceducation.org/blog/
http://compass.aoa.org/x18519.xml
http://www.ico.edu/admissions/recruitment-events/
http://www.ico.edu/admissions/interview-day/
https://www.maoptometry.org/
https://www.nei.nih.gov/training/summer_intern
http://nationaloptometricassociation.com/
http://mynosa.com/
https://u.osu.edu/idoc/
https://u.osu.edu/idoc/
http://www.oepf.org/
http://allhealthcare.monster.com/training/articles/3042-career-guide-optometrist
https://explorehealthcareers.org/career/optometry/optometrist/
https://jobshadow.com/interview-with-an-optometrist/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/optometrists.htm
https://optometriceducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Career-Guide-January-2018.pdf
https://optometriceducation.org/students-future-students/resources/faqs/
https://explorehealthcareers.org/field/optometry/
https://myasco.opted.org/searchEngines/admissions_advanced_search_form.aspx
https://301048.hs-sites.com/the-optometry-school-admissions-interview-be-ready-if-you-get-the-call?__hstc=223228484.c8169201ec36ecef6cfe0c8542c7b21c.1561638391424.1578921832771.1578924508964.313&__hssc=223228484.42.1578924508964&__hsfp=219304212
https://www.mockquestions.com/position/Optometry+School/
https://career.ku.edu/sites/career.drupal.ku.edu/files/files/jobsandinternships/interviewquestions/SHORT%20for%20Optometry%20Mock%20Interview.pdf


Optometry Student Profile and Prerequisites  
OptometryStudents.com 
Pick the Right Optometry School  
Scholarship and Grant Resources 
State Optometric Associations  
SUNY College of Optometry Collegiate Science and Technology Entry 
Program (CSTEP) for Underrepresented Minority Students (for NY 
residents) 
SUNY College of Optometry Tour Tuesdays (third Tuesday of every 
month) 
Things I Wish I Had Known Before My First Day of Optometry School  
University of California, Berkeley School of Optometry Friday 
Visitation Program 
University of California, Berkeley School of Optometry Opto-Camp 
University of Houston College of Optometry Summer Research 
Program 
University of the Incarnate Word Rosenberg School of Optometry 
Summer Optometry Institute 
Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity (VOSH) International 
Volunteer Opportunities 
What Do Doctors of Optometry Do?  
(Additional optometry links are located on the "Resources" page. 
Scroll down to “Explore Even More,” click on “Health Professions 
Links” and select “Optometry.”) 

Degree O.D.  

Program Length 4 years  

Professional Schools' 
Organization 

ASCO (Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry) 
Optometry Schools 
Schools and Colleges of Optometry 

Application Service OptomCAS (Optometry Centralized Application Service)  

Academic Admission 
Requirements 

Minimum three years; BA or BS preferred; two semesters General 
Chemistry; one to two semesters Organic Chemistry; two semesters 
each of Physics, Biology, Math. Microbiology, Psychology, English 
(specific additional requirements recommended by individual 
schools). 
Prerequisites  
Links to prerequisites for each U.S. optometry school are found at the 
bottom of the Choosing Your Courses page (select “Course 
Requirements of the U.S. Optometry Schools”).  

https://optometriceducation.org/student-profile-prerequisites/
https://www.optometrystudents.com/
https://www.optometrystudents.com/how-to-pick-the-right-optometry-school/
http://compass.aoa.org/x18520.xml
https://www.aoa.org/about-the-aoa/affiliated-associations?sso=y
https://www.sunyopt.edu/education/admissions/cstep
https://www.sunyopt.edu/education/admissions/cstep
https://www.sunyopt.edu/education/admissions/cstep
https://www.sunyopt.edu/education/admissions/explore-suny/tour-tuesdays
https://optometriceducation.org/things-i-wish-i-had-known-before-my-first-day-of-optometry-school/
https://optometry.berkeley.edu/admissions/contact-us/visit/
https://optometry.berkeley.edu/admissions/contact-us/visit/
https://optometry.berkeley.edu/admissions/opto-camp/
https://www.opt.uh.edu/research-at-uhco/summer-research-program/
https://www.opt.uh.edu/research-at-uhco/summer-research-program/
http://www.uiw.edu/optometry/admissions/soi.html
http://www.uiw.edu/optometry/admissions/soi.html
https://vosh.org/get-involved/clinics-by-date/
https://vosh.org/get-involved/clinics-by-date/
https://info.optometriceducation.org/optometry-truestories
https://www.clarku.edu/departments/prehealth/resources/
https://optometriceducation.org/
https://www2.clarku.edu/departments/prehealth/resources/schools.cfm?_ga=2.96604511.1779866920.1549890832-376601551.1399990780#optometry
https://optometriceducation.org/students-future-students/member-schools-and-colleges/
https://www.optomcas.org/
https://optometriceducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/ASCO-Prerequisites-April-2018.pdf
https://www.clarku.edu/departments/prehealth/undergraduate/choosing-courses/
https://s28151.pcdn.co/departments/prehealth/wp-content/blogs.dir/5/files/sites/175/2020/01/Optometry-Schools-Course-Requirements.pdf
https://s28151.pcdn.co/departments/prehealth/wp-content/blogs.dir/5/files/sites/175/2020/01/Optometry-Schools-Course-Requirements.pdf


Admission Exam OAT (Optometry Admission Test)  

Personal Attributes 
& Experiences 

Optometry students must be intelligent, scientifically curious, 
motivated, and socially conscious. Evidence of good citizenship and 
professionalism. Demonstrated knowledge of profession.  

Recommendation 
Letters 

Health Professions Committee letter (usually confidential) sent with 
additional individual letters of support. Some schools accept 
individual letters of recommendation. 

 

https://www.ada.org/en/oat
https://www.clarku.edu/departments/prehealth/applying/letters-of-recommendation/

