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Introduction to the Major

History trains us to develop empathy with people different from
ourselves and to craft frameworks for thinking about the world.

As a history major, you will uncover insights and perspectives from the past
to better understand the present. Why does this matter? It provides us with
a deeper understanding of ourselves and others necessary for impactful
engagement in the world. At the same time, you will master critical skills —
persuasive writing, interpreting data, and giving compelling presentations,
among others — that will prepare you for a successful career in any field.

CORE COURSES

The history major includes three types of courses: First-Year Intensives open
only to incoming students; survey courses designed for first- and second-
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Become a researcher!

Take your first seminar in the History
Department or at the AAS. Design an
independent project and explore support, such
as a Steinbrecher Fellowship, to get it done.
Present at ClarkFEST.

Plan for senior year and beyond

Apply for Honors, if interested. Notify the
Graduate Office if you intend to apply for ADP.
Considering graduate school? Some programs
have early fall deadlines, so plan accordingly.
Identify faculty who know you well and will
serve as references.

Build your campus resources and
networks

Meet with a reference librarian about research
resources at Clark and beyond. Build your
network by creating a ClarkCONNECT account
and reach out to alumni in your field.

Get out of here

Study abroad or away. Seek out opportunity
funding through the Career Connections
Center.

Go beyond the classroom

Make an appointment with your career adviser
to identify potential career paths and the skills
they require. Use the summer after junior year
to gain skills or experience you don’t have yet.

No regrets!

What’s on your Clark undergraduate bucket list?
Take an elective or two. Where do you need to
build confidence or clarity?

Pull it together with your capstone

Study abroad, research, and internship
experiences are great jumping-off points for
capstones and thesis projects.

What's next?

Talk with faculty about your job search or
graduate school options. Meet with your career
adviser as you consider opportunities.

Share what you have learned

Present at ClarkFEST. Attend or present at an
academic conference. Work as a Peer Learning
Assistant (PLA). Are there local audiences,
businesses, or community groups who might
be interested in your research? Plan a talk,
presentation, or web resource.

Get ready to launch

Update your professional profiles including
LinkedIn. Find ways to demonstrate qualities
such as leadership, teamwork, problem-solving,
and initiative.

Write your own history and future

Work with faculty and the Career Connections
Center to craft a narrative about who you are,
the skills you have, and the values you hold. The
Career Lab can help you prepare application
materials for any opportunity.

Revisit the big questions

What have your learned that you value? What
are you good at? How can you combine these in
the future?



AMPLIFY YOUR MAJOR!

At Clark, your history education extends beyond the
classroom.

Participate in a research seminar at the American Antiquarian
Society (AAS), a national research library of American history and
culture and a Worcester institution. Ask a professor to supervise a
directed readings or research course on a topic of your own design.
The Honors Program provides outstanding majors an opportunity to
pursue independent research on a larger scale. Consider taking your
skills off campus by interning at the AAS, Old Sturbridge Village, the
Worcester Historical Museum, or Facing History and Ourselves.

CONNECT WITH US! Advising

The department chair can help you

Jefferson Academic Center, 3rd floor identify a faculty adviser.

950 Main Street Advisers help plan a coherent sequence
Worcester, MA 01610 of courses and make timely decisions
about study abroad and advanced
clarku.edu/departments/history/ research opportunities, including
508-793-7288 enrollment in the Honors Program.

Challenge Convention.
Change Our World.

950 Main St.

Worcester, MA 01610
508-793-7711
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